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BRENTWOOD -- It's been a long time coming, but construction has begun on a road project to
untangle traffic on the Highway 4 bypass.

  

Work started earlier this month on a $32 million project to add on- and offramps from Highway 4
onto Sand Creek Road. The project, which is expected to be completed by spring 2014, will also
widen the highway from two to four lanes from Sand Creek to Laurel Road in Oakley.

  

About 150 state and local transportation officials, Caltrans workers and lawmakers gathered in a
parking lot near the busy three-way stop Friday.

  

"By golly, this has been a long time coming. It's so exciting," said Brentwood Mayor Bob Taylor,
noting how it will better connect the East Contra Costa city to the Bay Area and Central Valley.
"It's about time we got this show on the road."

  

Traffic on the stretch of the highway can back up for miles, particularly during rush hour. The
tie-ups leave commuters blocks away from home after a long drive but stuck in gridlocked traffic
for 15 to 20 minutes. Shoppers see their favorite stores and restaurants but are stuck waiting for
the Sand Creek Road traffic signal to turn green.

  

Although local officials saw the problem, money for the project was hard to come by.After
several years of lobbying, the Sand Creek project became eligible for bond funding from the
state's transportation commission last summer.

  

The rest of the funds, about $7 million, came from cost savings on other projects on the
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Highway 4 corridor, said Randell Iwasaki, executive director of the Contra Costa Transportation
Authority.

  

The Sand Creek interchange is the fourth in a package of eight projects on Highway 4 from
Antioch eastward.

  

Don Tatzin, chairman of the Contra Costa Transportation Authority board, said he was struck
recently while driving on the freeway by a license plate that read "IH8HWY4."

  

"It was sobering," Tatzin said. "Our goal is to improve that, so that driver gets a new license
plate that says 'I love Highway 4.'"

  

The improvements will also help with safety concerns on the bypass and create local jobs,
officials said.

  

"It's a real boom for everyone involved," said U.S. Rep. Jerry McNerney, D-Stockton.

  

Added state Assemblywoman Joan Buchanan, D-San Ramon: "It will help this area no longer
be a cul-de-sac and go a long way to improving the local economy and quality of life."
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